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Primary  products  from  Hawaii's  forests  support  small  but  locally 
important  manufacturing  industries.     These  products  include  era ft wood, 
fuelwood,  posts ,  sawlogs,  treefern,  and  veneer  logs.     They  provide  about 
1  percent  of  the  100  million  beard  feet  of  wood  used  in  Hawaii  each  year. 
The  volume  of  log  production  increased  between  1958  and  i960,  according 
to  a  survey  by  the  Forestry  Division  of  the  Hawaii  Department  of  Land 
and  Natural  Resources ,  but  the  value  of  harvested  products  decreased 
because  of  a  local  shortage  of  the  valuable  monkey-pod. — ' 

The  Forestry  Division  sent  questionnaires  to  all  known  producers 
of  forest  products  in  Hawaii.     District  foresters  made  some  followup 
contacts  to  clarify  possibly  ambiguous  questions  and  to  query  nonrespond- 
ents.    This  paper  summarizes  data  compiled  from  questionnaires  returned 
by  hO  producers  in  1958  and  26  producers  in  i960.     It  includes  estimates 
of  the  production  of  two  nonrespondents  in  1958  and  three  nonrespondents 
in  i960.     The  Division  plans  future  surveys  and  will  report  findings 
periodically. 


The  value  of  forest  products  harvested  in  i960  was  73  percent  of 
the  value  in  1958.  This  decline  occurred  even  though  total  log  produc- 
tion (craftwood,  sawlogs,  veneer  logs)  expanded.  The  main  decrease  was 
in  the  production  of  monkey-pod  craft  logs.  There  were  fewer  producers 
of  monkey-pod  logs  and  fence  posts  in  i960. 

The  volume  of  sawlogs  harvested  in  i960  was  more  than  double  that 
in  1958.     Production  of  eucalyptus  and  koa  logs  rose  sharply.     But  unit 
value  dipped  33  percent.     This  drop  is  partly  due  to  the  increased  volume 
of  eucalyptus  logs,  which  were  harvested  at  less  cost  than  were  koa  and 
ohia.     The  differences  in  unit  value  may  have  developed  because  of  different 
interpretations  of  value  between  the  two  years. 

1/    A  cooperative  study  by  the  Hawaii  Forestry  Division  and  the 
U.S.  Forest  Service. 


Results 


Table  1. --Estimated  total  production,  total  value ,  and  average  unit 
value  of  primary  forest  products  in  Hawaii ,  1958  and 


Primary 

forest 

product 


Estimated  total 
production 


Unit  of  measure  :  1958     :  i960 


Estimated  total:Average  unit 
value — '  : value 


195o :  I960 :  1958 


i960 


Sawlogs 
Craftwood 


1,000  board  feet 
1,000  board  feet 


Veneer  logs    1,000  board  feet 


Fuelwood 
Posts 
Treef ern 

Totals 


Cords 
Pieces 
Cubic  feet 


405     850  $  40,000  $57,000  $100.00  $67.00 

510        100  121,000  20,000      235.00  200.00 

(3/)        30  (3/)  9,000 

1,300  1,500  19,000  45,000 

65,000  37,000  54,000  22,000 

100,000115,000  35,000  44,000 


(3/)  300.00 
14.50  30.00 
0.83  0.60 
0.35  0.38 


  $269,ooo$i97,ooo 


1/    From  surveys  by  the  Forestry  Division  of  the  Hawaii  Department  of  Land 
and  Natural  Resources. 

2/    Based  on  products  cut  and  hauled  out  of  the  forest  but  not  further 
processed.     The  value  of  consumer  products  manufactured  from  this  raw 
material  is  many  times  greater. 

3/    None  reported. 


The  harvest  of  craftwood  logs,  mostly  koa,  in  i960  is  estimated  as 
only  one-fifth  of  1958  production.     Demand  for  craft  items  has  risen  as 
tourist  trade  in  Hawaii  has  increased.     But  the  local  supply  of  choice 
species --monkey-pod --is  almost  exhausted.     In  1959  most  craft  producers 
began  to  import  monkey-pod  logs  from  Fiji  and  other  areas.     The  unit  value 
of  craftwood  has  decreased  because  of  species;  koa  does  not  demand  the 
price  that  buyers  will  pay  for  monkey-pod. 


The  1958  survey  did  not  reveal  any  veneer  log  production,  although 
in  past  years  and  since  then  koa  logs  have  been  cut  and  shipped  to  the 
United  States  mainland  and  to  Japan.     The  30,000  board  feet  of  veneer  logs 
harvested  in  i960  were  exported. 

Fuelwood  cutting,  mostly  for  charcoal,  increased  by  about  10  percent 
between  1958  and  i960.     The  reported  increase  in  unit  value  between  the 
two  years  may  be  the  result  of  different  interpretations  by  respondents. 
This  almost  doubled  unit  value  does  not  appear  realistic. 

Production  of  fence  posts  dropped  40  percent  in  2  years.  Differences 
in  production  and  unit  value  data  may  not  be  significant  since  detailed 
records  are  seldom  kept,  especially  by  ranchers  who  cut  their  own  posts. 
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Between  1958  and  i960,  production,  total  value,  and  unit  value  of 
treefern  all  showed  increases.    Production  jumped  about  15  percent.  Main- 
land markets  were  expanded,  and  harvesters  received  higher  prices  for 
fern  logs. 

Conclusions 

Data  from  the  two  surveys  are  not  adequate  for  establishing  long- 
term  trends  in  local  forest  production,  but  they  do  show  the  relative 
importance  of  products.    It  is  apparent,  that: 

1.  Eucalyptus  lumber  is  finding  a  small  but  growing  market  owing 
to  the  efforts  of  pioneers  in  the  industry. 

2.  Craft  producers  have  turned  to  offshore  sources  for  the  highly 
valued  monkey -pod  logs  because  of  inadequate  local  supply.     But  local 
production  of  finished  craft  items  probably  increased. 

3.  Treefern  logs  support  an  appreciable  segment  of  the  forest 
products  manufacturing  industry. 
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